Abstract: A theory of quantum gravity based on quantum computation is proposed. In this theory, fundamental processes are described in terms of quantum information processing: the geometry of space-time is a construct, derived from the underlying quantum computation. Explicit mechanisms are provided for the back-reaction of the metric to computational 'matter,' black-hole evaporation, holography, and quantum cosmology.
Quantum computation can be thought of as a universal theory for discrete quantum mechanics: quantum computers are discrete systems that evolve by local interactions [1] , and every discrete quantum system that evolves by local interactions, including lattice gauge theories, can be simulated efficiently on a quantum computer [2] . The quantization of gravity remains one of the primary challenges to physics [3] [4] . If, at bottom, quantum gravity is a discrete, local quantum theory [5] , then quantum gravity, too, should be describable as a quantum computation. This paper proposes a method of unifying quantum mechanics and gravity based on quantum computation.
The basic idea of the 'computational universe' research program proposed here is that what happens to quantum information is fundamental: all other aspects of the universe, including the metric structure of spacetime and the behavior of quantum fields, are derived from the underlying quantum computation. To paraphrase Wheeler, 'it from qubit' [6] [7] .
The key technique in the program for deriving gravity from quantum computation is to take a quantum computation's causal structure, its 'wiring diagram,' and to embed it in a space-time manifold. The metric for the manifold is then derived from the causal and logical structure of the computation. Since the form of the embedding has no influence on the results of the underlying quantum computation, the resulting theory coupling gravity to quantum computation is automatically generally covariant. That is, embedding a quantum computation in space-time and deriving the metric from the computation automatically gives a finite, fully covariant quantum theory of gravity.
The theory proposed here differs from conventional approaches to quantum gravity such as string theory [8] , canonical quantization [9] , loop quantum gravity [10] [11] , and Euclidean quantum gravity [12] in that it does not set out to quantize gravity directly.
The only thing that is quantum here is information: gravity arises out of the underlying quantum computation. In this theory, the metric is derived from the behavior of quantum bits; because those qubits exhibit quantum fluctuations, so does the metric. The closest existing approach to the one taken here is perhaps that of causal sets [13] [14] (see also [7, 15] ). Like causal sets, quantum computations possess a causal structure which is a key to deriving a concept of spacetime; unlike causal sets, however, quantum computations possess additional, internal degrees of freedom (qubits) whose behavior is a key to deriving both spacetime and the behavior of the matter that inhabits it.
The computational universe picture of quantum gravity gives specific predictions for the form of quantum fluctuations of spacetime geometry. In addition, it provides mech-anisms for black hole evaporation, the quantum back reaction, the holographic principle, and quantum fluctuations in the early universe. Each of these phenomena will be discussed below. Detailed derivations of the results reported here can be found in the supporting online material [16] .
(1) Quantum computation Quantum computers are devices that process information in a way that preserves quantum coherence. The quantum information that quantum computers process is registered on quantum degrees of freedom, typically a 'qubit' with two distinct states such as electron spin or photon polarization.
The computational graph
Each quantum computation corresponds to a directed, acyclic graph G, the 'wiring diagram' for the computation (figure 1). This computational graph represents the underlying causal structure of the quantum computation. The initial vertices of the graph correspond to input states. The directed edges of the graph correspond to quantum wires that move quantum information from place to place. The internal vertices of the computational graph represent quantum logic gates that describe interactions between qubits. The final vertices of the graph correspond to output states. Infinite computations correspond to graphs that need not have final states.
The entire quantum computation corresponds to an amplitude A = 00 . . . 0|U |00 . . . 0 , where |00 . . . 0 is the initial state, U = U n . . . U 1 is the unitary operator given by the product of the unitary operations U ℓ corresponding to the individual quantum logic gates, and 00 . . . 0| is the final state.
A conventional way to perform quantum computation is to prepare a 'program' state |p = U p |00 . . . 0 , apply to this state a set of operations corresponding to a universal quantum logic circuit, U |p , and then compare the resulting state to a desired 'answer' state |a = U a |00 . . . 0 . The overall computation then gives the amplitude A = a|U |p = 00 . . . 0|U † a U U p |00 . . . 0 that the program p gives the answer a. (Figure 1 ) Infinite computations do not possess an overall amplitude, but still assign conditional amplitudes to transitions between states within the computation; e.g., if a qubit is in the state |0 at one point in the computation, the computation assigns an amplitude that it is still |0 at a later point.
Causal structures
In the computational universe, the structure of spacetime is to be derived from the behavior of quantum bits as they move through the computation. At each vertex of the computational graph, depending on the state of the incoming quantum bits, those qubits can either be transformed (scattering), or not (no scattering). When qubits scatter, that constitutes an event. If the bits are not transformed (no scattering), then there is no way to tell that they have interacted: no scattering, no event. Each computation gives rise to a number of different causal structures, one for each pattern of scattering events. (Figures   2 and 3) To make this 'scattering -no scattering' picture explicit, consider quantum logic gates of the form U = e −iθP , where P 2 = P is a projection operator. (The generalization to generic quantum logic gates is straightforward.) In this case, P (1) ≡ P projects onto the eigenspace of U with energy 1, and P (0) ≡ 1 − P projects onto the eigenspace with energy 0. U can be written as U = P (0) + e −iθ P (1): states in the 0 eigenspace of P do not interact (no scattering), while states in the 1 eigenspace interact and acquire a phase e −iθ (scattering). For example, if P is the projector onto the two-qubit triplet subspace, then U = e −iθP generates 'swap' transformations that interchange the input qubits. (Swap transformations are universal on a subspace of Hilbert space [17] .)
The vertices of a causal structure correspond to scattering events. A computation with n logic gates gives rise to 2 n causal structures C b , where b = b 1 . . . b n is an n-bit string containing a 1 for each scattering event and a 0 for each non-scattering non-event. The overall unitary transformation for the computation, U = U n . . . U 1 , can be decomposed in to a sum over the 2 n causal structures C b :
Each causal structure C b has a definite phase e −iθ ℓ associated with each scattering event b ℓ = 1 (figures 2 and 3). Define the action of a causal structure C to be
where v(C) are the vertices of C. I C is the action of the computational 'matter.'
In summary, a quantum computation assigns an amplitude to a particular sequence of operations (computational events) that are applied to quantum degrees of freedom. The amplitude for a quantum computation can be written as the sum of terms with a definite causal structure C and a definite angle at each vertex of the causal structure ( Figure 3 ). (A generic quantum logic gate will have several angles associated with each vertex of its causal structure, one for each non-zero eigenvalue; see [16] section A1.2.) Call such a term with a definite causal structure and a definite angle at each vertex, a computational 'history.'
A quantum computation is a superposition of computational histories. As will now be shown, each computational history corresponds to a discrete spacetime with a metric that obeys the discrete form of Einstein's equations.
(2) General relativity and Regge calculus
Einstein derived the theory of general relativity from the principle of general covariance [18] . In Einstein's words, this principle reads, 'The general laws of nature are to be expressed by equations which hold good for all systems of coordinates, that is, are covariant with respect to any substitutions whatsoever (generally covariant).' In other words, Einstein deduced general relativity in the first place by demanding that the laws of gravitation should take the same form no matter how one embeds events in spacetime.
Wheeler summed up general relativity by the phrase [6] , "Spacetime tells matter how to move. Matter tells spacetime how to curve." The computational universe approach can be summed up by replacing the word 'matter' in this phrase with 'information.'
In the computational universe, the laws of nature are to be derived from the way in which quantum information is processed. To relate quantum computation to general relativity, embed the computational graph in spacetime. Vertices of the embedded graph correspond to events, and wires correspond to the paths information takes in the spacetime.
The geometry of the spacetime is derived from the embedded computation. Since the way that information is processed in a quantum computation is independent of the embedding in spacetime, any dynamical laws that can be derived from the computation are automatically generally covariant. Since general covariance implies Einstein's equations, the geometery induced by the computational universe must obey Einstein's equations (in their discrete,
Regge calculus form [19] [20] [21] ).
This section presents the explicit form that Einstein's equations take in the computational universe, and verifies that they are obeyed. The details of the derivation can be found in the supporting online material [16] . Section 3 will then investigate observational implications of the computational universe.
Embedding the computation
To derive a quantum-mechanical version of gravity in the computational universe, 
Regge Calculus
Because the computational graph is at bottom a lattice picture of spacetime, the computational universe is based on the Regge calculus version of general relativity [19] [20] [21] .
In Regge calculus, spacetime geometry is defined by a simplicial lattice whose edge lengths determine the metric and curvature. This simplicial lattice is a discrete, 'geodesic dome' analog of the manifold.
The lattice given by a given causal structure C is not itself simplicial, but it can be used to define a simplicial lattice by a standard technique ( [21] ; [16] section A2.2): once C has been embedded in a 4-dimensional manifold, construct the simplicial Delaunay lattice D C and its dual Voronoi lattice V C . The Delaunay lattice gives the edges of the geodesic dome geometry (figure 4), and the Voronoi lattice defines the volumes ∆V ℓ associated with the vertices. The result is a simplicial lattice for a Lorentzian spacetime [23] .
In the usual construction of Regge calculus, the variables that define the geometry are the lengths of the edges of the Delaunay lattice. In the computational universe, the four null lines that correspond to the wires of the quantum computation define the metric at each vertex up to a conformal factor. Once one picks the conformal factor at each vertex, then the length of each edge is fixed by linear extrapolation of the metrics on the two vertices associated with the edge. Assigning the conformal factor is a crucial step in constructing a quantum computational picture of gravity. The method for assigning the conformal factor will be given below. For the moment, however, assume that the conformal factor has been chosen at each point, so that edge lengths and the full geodesic dome geometery are fixed.
Once the conformal factor has been chosen, Miller's elegant construction of the connection and curvature tensor for Regge calculus on Delaunay and Voronoi lattices can be applied [21] . In four dimensional Regge calculus, curvature lies on triangular hinges.
Once the edge lengths have been defined, each hinge has a well-defined curvature, volume, and action associated with it. The gravitational action corresponding to a hinge is just 
In the Lagrangian approach to general relativity δI G /δg ab (ℓ) is equal to (−1/16πG)∆V ℓ times the discretized Einstein tensor,
∆V ℓ is the Voronoi volume at point ℓ.
To obtain an explicit form for the Einstein-Regge equations, write the computational
where L ℓ is the local Lagrangian at point ℓ. Following Einstein and taking the Lagrangian to be a function only of the computational 'matter' together with the metric to first order, we have
where g abT ab = 0.T ab is a traceless tensor that does not contribute to the action, but does contribute to the energy-momentum tensor. For the moment,T ab are free parameters: since the choice ofT ab does not affect the action, it can be chosen in a suitable way, e.g., to make the Einstein-Regge equations hold.
The computational 'matter' looks like a collection of massless particles traveling along null geodesics and interacting with eachother via two-particle interactions at the quantum logic gates.T ab is the kinetic energy term for these massless particles, and U is the potential energy term. This relation of this 'quantum computronium' to conventional quantum fields will be discussed below. Note that ordinary matter seems to have T a a ≤ 0, corresponding to non-negative energies and phases θ ℓ for the quantum logic gates.
The Einstein-Regge equations (2.1) now take the explicit form ( [16] section A2.2):
where the energy-momentum tensor T ab =T ab − U ℓ g ab (ℓ). Here, the sum over hinges includes only hinges h ∈ N (ℓ) that adjoin the vertex ℓ, as the edges of other hinges do not change under the variation of the metric at ℓ.
Equations (2.3) are the explicit form for the Einstein-Regge equations in the computational universe (they can also be written in terms of edge-lengths and angles as in [19] ). Just as in the ordinary Einstein equations, the left-hand side of (2.3) contains only geometric terms, while the right-hand side contains terms that depend on the action of the computational matter and on the metric to first order. The ordinary Einstein equations can be obtained from equations (2.3) by a process of coarse-graining ( [20] ; [16] section A2.2-3).
Satisfying the Einstein-Regge equations
Equations (2.3) express the relationship between matter and geometry in the discrete, computational universe. In order to show that these equations are obeyed by the computational matter and the induced geometry, the parameters that so far have remained free must be fixed. These parameters are the conformal factor Ω, and the traceless partT ab of the energy-momentum tensor.
Now verify that the Einstein-Regge equations (2.3) are satisfied in the computational universe. Once embedded, a causal structure determines the metric up to a conformal factor. So the conformal factor is the only piece of the metric that remains to be chosen.
Choose the conformal factor so that the trace of equation (2.3) is satisfied:
The terms on the left hand side of equation ( 
Minimum length scale is the Planck scale
Although the Planck length squared ℓ For the case of negative curvature, (ǫ h < 0, θ ℓ < 0), this argument does not seem to apply, as there is no limit on how negative the deficit angle can be. As noted above, however, ordinary matter seems to have T a a ≤ 0, corresponding to non-negative local phases, energies, and curvatures.
(3) Observational consequences of the computational universe.
The computational universe picture of the relationship between quantum mechanics and spacetime has concrete consequences for potentially observable features of spacetime.
Here are its implications for several well-known problems in quantum gravity.
The back reaction
The first problem that the computational universe provides an explicit solution for is the back reaction of the metric to quantum-mechanical matter [3] . Here, since the metric is derived from the underlying dynamics of quantum information, its fluctuations directly When the matter decoheres (see section (3.5) below), so does the metric. But the metric does not independently act as a source of decoherence for the underlying quantum mechanical matter (in contrast with [5, 24] ).
Black hole evaporation
There are two distinct mechanisms for black hole evaporation in the computational universe. In a finite computation with projection onto final states 00 . . . 0|, black hole evaporation can take place by a variant [25] of the Horowitz-Maldacena mechanism [26] .
As shown in [25] , some, and typically almost all, of the quantum information in a black hole escapes during the process of evaporation.
In this mechanism, the black hole evaporation process is still not perfectly unitary. In the computational universe, final singularities involve the distruction of information and change the dimension of the computational Hilbert space. Similarly, initial singularities involve the creation of information and also change the dimension of Hilbert space.
In infinite computations with no projection onto final states, the time evolution induced by the quantum logic gates is unitary. In this case, it is possible to have temporary 'black holes' in the absence of singularities. This occurs when some subroutine of the computation becomes temporarily sequestered from the remainder of the computation, so that no signals emerge from the volume of spacetime occupied by the subroutine. If the subroutine remains sequestered for a finite time, then rejoins the rest of the computation, an apparent horizon forms then disappears with no loss of coherence.
Holography and the geometric quantum limit
In the case that local energies and phases are taken to be positive, the geometric quantum limit [27] bounds the number of elementary events (ops) that can be fit into a four volume of spacetime to # ≤ (1/2π)(x/ℓ P )(t/t P ), where x is the spatial extent of the volume and t is the temporal extent. The geometric quantum limit is consistent with and implies holography [28] [29] [30] .
Note that the geometric quantum limit implies that the separations between bits and quantum logic operations within a volume of space time are typically much greater than the Planck length. In particular, for our universe as a whole, the total number of ops and bits is less than or equal to t 2 /t 2 P ≈ 10 122 . This yields an average spacing between ops in the universe up to now of √ tt P ≈ 10 −13 seconds. Of course, here on Earth, where matter is packed more densely than in the universe as a whole, bits and ops are crammed closer together.
Quantum cosmology
The Einstein-Regge equations (2.3) can be solved under certain simplifying assumptions (e.g., large computations) to calculate the spectrum of curvature fluctuations in the early universe [31] . Calculations that assume approximate spatial homogeneity give (in the case of positive local energies and phases) a period of inflation followed by a non- Note that equations (2.3) do not have an explicit cosmological constant term. However, slowly varying cosmological terms can be generated by the natural dynamics of the computational universe.
Decoherent histories and the emergence of classical spacetime
In the computational universe, the emergence of the classical world can be described using the decoherent histories approach [32] [33] [34] [35] to quantum cosmology proposed by GellMann and Hartle [34] . In this approach, one assigns amplitudes to histories of hydrodynamic variables such as local energy density, momentum density, etc. A natural application of consistent histories to the computational universe picture is to take the analog of hydrodynamic variables to be averagesT ab of the components of T ab taken over coarse-grained volumes of space-time. These volumes could range in size from clusters of galaxies, to the scale of meters and centimeters, to the minimum volume size in the computational universe -the finest possible grain is given by the size of the volume V ℓ assigned to an individual quantum logic gate. Gell-Mann and Hartle [34] and Halliwell [35] have shown that in many situations, such coarse-grained histories naturally decohere and give rise to classical probabilities for the behavior of the coarse-grained energy-momentum tensor ( [16] section A3.5). A quantum cellular automaton is a natural choice for a computational substrate, although care must be taken in the choice of the arrangement of cells to insure that light
propagates at a uniform rate in all directions. Bialynicki-Birula has shown that the Weyl, Dirac, and Maxwell equations can be recovered from quantum cellular automata on facecentered cubic lattices [39] . Such lattices naturally give rise to simplicial lattices based on the Quantity Production Lattice which has been used as a homogeneous and isotropic basis for Regge calculus cosmology [40] .
Homogeneity and isotropy for a computational architecture can also be enforced by introducing an element of randomness into the wiring diagram. For example, one can use a random computational graph, as in the theory of causal sets [13] [14] ; or one can construct a locally random graph by embedding vertices at random throughout the four dimensional manifold, constructing the Delaunay lattice for the vertices, and identifying four edges at each point with wires for the computational graph. In both cases, the random arrangement of vertices then insures approximate homogeneity and isotropy, in which a coarse-graining containing n vertices per cell is homogeneous and isotropic to O(1/ √ n).
(6) Future work
This paper proposed a theory of quantum gravity derived from quantum computation.
I showed that quantum computations naturally give rise to spacetimes that obey the Einstein-Regge equations, with fluctuations in the geometry of the spacetime arising from quantum fluctuations in the causal structure and local action of the computation. This theory makes concrete predictions for a variety of features of quantum gravity, including the form of the back reaction of metric to quantum fluctuations of matter, the existence of smallest length scales, black hole evaporation, and quantum cosmology. In future work, these predictions will be explored in greater detail using numerical simulations to calculate, for example, the spectrum of curvature fluctuations in the early universe.
Because of the flexibility of quantum computation (almost any local quantum system is capable of universal quantum computation), it is a straightforward matter to give models of quantum computation that exhibit a local Yang-Mills gauge invariance. Future work will also explore the relation of elementary particle physics and the standard model to quantum computation. As qubits pass through a quantum logic gate, they can either scatter or not. If they scatter, then their state acquires a phase θ; if they don't scatter, no phase is acquired.
Scattering corresponds to an 'event'; no scattering corresponds to a 'non-event.' 
Supporting online material: Materials and Methods

A0 Introduction
Note that while the computational universe program is not obviously related to string theory and loop quantum gravity, it is not necessarily incompatible with these approaches.
(For an attempt to relate quantum computation to loop quantum gravity see [7] .) First of all, to the extent that the dynamics of these theories are discrete and local, they can be efficiently reproduced on a quantum computer. So, for example, a quantum computer can reproduce the dynamics of discretized conformal field theories, which should allow the simulation of string theory in the anti-de Sitter/conformal field theory (AdS/CFT)
correspondence. In addition, it is likely that string theory and loop quantum gravity are themselves computationally universal in the sense that they can enact any quantum computation. (Computational universality is ubiquitous: most non-trivial dynamics are computationally universal.) If this is so, it is possible that all of these approaches to quantum gravity are logically equivalent in the same sense that a Macintosh is logically equivalent to a PC which in turn is logically equivalent to a Turing machine.
A1.1 The computational graph
As just noted, there are many different models of universal quantum computation, all logically equivalent to each other in the sense that each model can simulate the others efficiently (it is even possible to have quantum circuit models that admit closed cycles) [1] . The quantum circuit model for quantum computation adopted here is the model most closely related to the structure of events in spacetime.
Many models of quantum computation use single-qubit operations. For example, a popular model uses single-qubit rotations together with controlled-NOT operations or swap operations [1] . Single-qubit rotations together with swap operations possess an SU (2) gauge symmetry which makes this model richer and more complex than the basic two-qubit logic gate model discussed here. Quantum computation with gauge symmetries is related to computational models of elementary particles and will be discussed elsewhere.
Note that for a quantum computer to be able to simulate fermionic systems efficiently, it should have access to fermionic degrees of freedom (see references on fermionic quantum computing below). This is consistent with the identification of qubits with spin-1/2 massless particles. Fermionic statistics can be obtained by associating each swap operation with an additional minus sign to enforce anti-commutation relations.
A1.2 Causal structures
In the example given in section (1.2), for simplicity we took the lowest eigenvalue to be zero and the only non-zero eigenvalue to be 1. For the generic case in which quantum logic gates have Hamiltonians with more than one non-zero eigenvalue, there is more than one kind of scattering event. We take the lowest eigenvalue to be zero and the other eigenvalues to be positive. The zero eigenvalue still corresponds to non-scattering nonevents; but now when scattering occurs, the qubits can acquire different phases, one for each non-zero eigenvalue. The set of causal structures is the same as discussed in section The reason for taking the phases acquired to be non-negative stems from Einstein [18] .
Einstein noted that the archetypal scalar quantity, agreed on by all observers independent of the coordinates that they assign to events, is the number of oscillations a wave makes as it passes through a volume. This number is non-negative. Accordingly, here we take all phases to be non-negative. Taking the eigenvalues of the Hamiltonian and phases to be If acquired phases and local energies can be negative, then the procedure of assigning a metric to spacetime based on the underlying quantum computation still holds. Now, however, it is possible to cram arbitrarily large amounts of computation into a volume of spacetime without generating any curvature on average, merely by having the average angle rotated within the volume be zero. The inclusion of negative local energies and phases has implications for holography and quantum cosmology and will be discussed further in section 3 below.
A2.1 Embedding the computation
Note that it is possible to embed the computation in topologically inequivalent ways.
What is important is the topology of the directed computational graph, not the topology of the embedded graph. This means that the computational dynamics is invariant under a larger group than diffeomorphisms alone.
The proof that four independent null lines at each vertex determine the metric there up to a conformal factor follows Hawking and Ellis ([22] section 3.2). Label the tangent vectors along the null lines at the vertex E 1 , E 2 , E 3 , E 4 . Assume these vectors to be linearly independent (if they are not, a slight change of the embedding will make them so), and use them as a coordinate basis at that point. Any two of these null vectors E j , E k define a plane and divide it into two regions that are timelike separated from the vertex and two regions at are spacelike separated. Consider a timelike vector X and a spacelike vector Y in this plane. The equation g(X + λY, X + λY ) = 0 has two real roots, λ ± , corresponding to points where the line X + λY intersects the lines αE j and βE k . It is straightforward to verify that λ + λ − = g(X, X)/g(Y, Y ). That is, the ratio of the magnitudes of any timelike and any spacelike vector in this plane can be determined, so the magnitudes themselves can be determined up to a conformal factor. One such vector is E j + E k . But
is also determined up to a conformal factor. Performing this procedure for all possible pairs j, k determines the metric at the vertex up to a conformal factor.
Because quantum logic gates have two inputs and two outputs, four dimensions arise naturally in the computational universe. The local null structure over-determines the metric in fewer than four dimensions, and under-determines it in more than four dimensions.
In the computational universe, the four-dimensional structure of spacetime arises out of pairwise interactions between information-bearing degrees of freedom.
A2.2 Regge Calculus
The construction of the Delaunay and Voronoi lattices based on a causal structure C is as follows:
( 1) Embed the causal structure in a 4-dimensional manifold via an embedding mapping E(C) that maps vertices to points and wires to edges in the manifold connecting the vertices, as above. The construction of the dual Voronoi and Delaunay lattices is a standard procedure [21] . V C and D C depend both on the graph C and on the embedding E(C). Some (but not all) of the edges of D C can also be edges of the computational graph C; and some (and perhaps all) of the edges of the computational graph can be edges of D C . Because the underlying causal structure C forms the framework for the discrete spacetime, the simplicial lattices that arise are 'Lorentzian' [23] .
Once the conformal factor is chosen at each point to assign metric g ab (i) to point i and g ab (j) to point j, the edge ℓ
. This is the length that goes into constructing curvature in the Regge calculus.
To obtain the explicit form of the Einstein-Regge equations, δI G /δg ab (ℓ)+δI C /δg ab (ℓ) = 0, recall that the gravitational action is I G = (1/8πG) h ǫ h A h , where ǫ h is the deficit angle of the hinge h and A h is its area. Under a variation of the metric at point ℓ, g ab (ℓ) → g ab (ℓ) + δg ab (ℓ), the gravitational action varies as
Here, as Regge showed [19] , the variation in ǫ h cancels out, l ph is the p'th edge of hinge h (p=1,2,3), and φ ph is the angle in the hinge opposite to l ph .
Explicitly inserting the variation in the metric, we obtain
Combining equation (A2.2) with equation (2.2) for the variation of the action of the computational matter with respect to the metric gives
Here, the sum over hinges includes only hinges h ∈ N (ℓ) that adjoin the vertex ℓ, as the edges of other hinges do not change under the variation of the metric at ℓ. More succinctly, we have
This is the expression of the Einstein-Regge equations in the computational universe.
A2.3 Satisfying the Einstein-Regge equations
The procedure described in section 2.3 for inferring the conformal factor and the traceless part of the energy-momentum tensor is closely analogous to the classical procedure for assigning the conformal factor and the energy-momentum tensor once the causal structure of spacetime is known ([22] section 3.2). The conformal factor and the energy-momentum tensor are deduced from the underlying behavior of the computational 'matter' -where it
goes, and what it does when it gets there.
At this juncture, it is worth noting an alternative approach, in which the conformal factor is regarded as an additional degree of freedom which is to be quantized in its own right. Such a quantized conformal factor would constitute a scalar 'dilaton' field. In this case, Einstein's equations would be obeyed only approximately, as the conformal factor would no longer exactly track the behavior of the matter. That is, the case in which the conformal factor exhibits its own independent quantum fluctuations could in principle be observationally distinguishable from the computational universe, in which the conformal factor is a derived quantity. In addition, a quantized conformal factor would add additional degrees of freedom to the theory, which could in principle be detected, e.g., by the intrinsic decoherence induced when the quantized conformal factor couples to the computational 'matter.' (Such intrinsic decoherence from the quantized gravitational field has been suggested by 't Hooft [5] and Penrose [24] .)
The alternative route of quantizing the conformal factor separately will be pursued no further here. Here, in keeping with the principle of general quantum covariance, the conformal factor will be treated as an inferred quantity, not as one to be independently quantized.
Coarse graining and the Einstein equations
Every computational history corresponds to a spacetime that obeys the Einstein- 
Here, the covariant derivatives Ω ;a are determined by the initial coarse-grained metric g ab .
Step two, adjust Ω to solve the partial differential equation Once the conformal factor has been obtained by solving (A2.7), the kinetic energy termsT ab can be obtained as before by assigning them so that the traceless part of Einstein's equations are obeyed.
Now that the conformal factor andT ab have been chosen in this way, in the coarsegrained setting, our equations take the conventional Einstein form:
To assign the conformal factor uniquely so that make Einstein's equations hold globally, boundary conditions must be supplied for equation (A2.8). At the initial and final points of the computation, the metric is incompletely defined, corresponding to a singularity in the equations. This suggests setting boundary conditions by taking Ω = 0 at these points. In the case of an infinite computation, with no final points, one can set boundary conditions by taking Ω = 0, Ω ;a = 0 at initial points.
A3.3 Holography and the geometric quantum limit
Note that the derivation of the geometric quantum limit [27] assumes positive local energies. That is, it relies on the identification of the local ground state of gravitational energy with the local ground state of the computational energy. This seems reasonable and as noted in section (A1.2) is in accordance with Einstein's basic conception of a scalar quantity as a positive phase. If negative local energies and phases are allowed, however, then it is possible in principle to put more operations into a region than are allowed by the geometric quantum limit, and more bits than are allowed by holography. In particular, with negative phases, gates and bits could be packed as closely as the Planck scale throughout the computational universe. Indeed, for negative local energies and curvature, the smallest scale can be smaller than the Planck scale, as discussed in section (2.4).
A3.4 Quantum cosmology
The Einstein-Regge equations (2.3) can be solved under certain simplifying assumptions (e.g., large computations) to calculate the spectrum of curvature fluctuations in the early universe. As will now be seen, calculations that assume approximate spatial homogeneity give (in the case of negative phases) a period of inflation followed by a noninflationary period. The fluctuations in local phases give rise to Gaussian curvature fluctuations at the microscopic scale, which in turn are inflated as in the conventional picture of the growth of quantum-seeded curvature fluctuations.
As an example of how quantum cosmology works in the computational universe, let us look at large computations in which the initial embedding (before the conformal factor has been chosen) is approximately flat, and logic gates are distributed uniformly. This will be the case, for example, for large, finite computations with random wiring diagrams, and for infinite computations corresponding to quantum cellular automaton computational architectures.
In such embeddings, the initial metric before adjusting the conformal factor is approximately Minkoskian, the initial curvature R ≈ 0, and equation (A2.7) then gives
where Ω ,ab is now just the ordinary Klein-Gordon operator −∂ 2 /∂τ 2 + ∇ 2 . Here τ is the time parameter in the initial Minkowskian space before adjusting the conformal factor;
i.e., τ is what is usually called conformal time.
Recall that U ℓ = −hθ ℓ /∆V ℓ , and note that under a conformal transformation, ∆V ℓ → Ω 4 ∆V ℓ , so that coarse graining yields
Here Θ is the average angle rotated per coarse-grained volume. By the central limit theorem, Θ is a function that exhibits Gaussian fluctuations about its average valueΘ of size 1/ √ m, where m is the number of quantum logic gates within the coarse-grained four volume of extent ζ 4 .
To examine the behavior of equations (A3.1-2), first look at the simplest case: ignore fluctuations in Θ and regard it as homogeneous. This approximation will eventually break down due to the amplification of inhomogeneities via gravitational clumping. But it will allow some features of the very early computational universe to be extracted. In this simple case, the spatial derivaties in (A3.2) are zero, Ω is a function of τ only, and we obtain
This equation for Ω is the equation for a particle rolling down a negative logarithmic potential [I thank K. Kamrin and P. Zanardi for pointing this out]. ForΘ > 0, the potential goes as − ln Ω: in this case the universe expands as Ω increases from its initial value. If this initial value is Ω = 0, the underlying discrete equation (2.3) must be solved for short times before using its coarse-grained versions (A3.2-3).
In order to relate equation (A3.3) to the actual cosmological time t, where dt = Ωdτ , note that 
Quantum cosmology with positive and negative energies
Following Einstein's conception of a fundamental scalar, this paper has assumed positive local energies and phases, leading to a version of the strong energy condition and to the geometric quantum limit, holography, etc. Observation suggests that the strong energy condition and the geometric quantum limit hold for our universe, confirming the assumption that local phases and computational energies are positive. In passing, however, it is worth discussing briefly quantum cosmology in the case that both positive and negative local energies and phases are allowed. Not surprisingly, such cosmologies can look quite different from cosmologies with positive local energies.
First of all, if the average angle Θ rotated within a coarse-grained volume is negative, the curvature there is negative. In such regions, the conformal factor tends initially to shrink, shrinking the size of these volumes in turn. In a homogeneous model with negative Θ, the universe as a whole contracts: its scale factor shrinks like a ball rolling down a positive logarithmic potential to the origin at Ω = 0. This does not seem to correspond to the universe we see. is seen to be scale free, in the sense that it retains the same form at all coarse-graining scales ζ.
In other words, forΘ = 0, the coarse-grained solutions of equation (3.2) should be scale free, given a scale-free initial condition (e.g., Ω and its derivatives are initially 0). term is on the order of the age of the universe to date. This picture of a fluctuating cosmological 'constant' with a scale given by the age of the universe is consistent with the causal set account of a fluctuating cosmological term (see references on causal sets below).
A3.5 Decoherent histories and the emergence of classical spacetime
In the decoherent histories approach [32] [33] [34] [35] , one constructs a decoherence functional D(H, H ′ ) where H and H ′ are coarse-grained histories of the 'hydrodynamic' variables T ab . Hydrodynamics variables arise naturally in the computational universe: indeed, the program for deriving geometry from computation gives rise exactly to a local definition of the energy-momentum tensor T ab , which yieldsT ab upon coarse graining.
Each coarse-grained history consists of some set C(H) of underlying fine-grained histories, corresponding to computational causal structures that are consistent with that history. More precisely, it corresponds to some set of fine-grained histories, each with definite causal structure, local phases, and a uniquely defined T ab and R ab that obey the As an example of the sort of calculation that is possible using the decoherent histories approach, we follow [33] [34] [35] Such stable computations have a high amplitude by the usual argument: computational histories in the vicinity of a stable history have approximately the same phase, and so positively interfere, leading to a relatively high probability for stable computations. In addition, stability also makes these histories approximately decohere [33] [34] [35] .
In particular, let C(H) be the set of fine-grained histories compatible with a particular coarse-grained semiclassical computational history. Let C(H ′ ) be the set of fine-grained histories compatible with a different coarse-grained semiclassical history within the same computation. As C ranges over the fine-grained histories in C(H), the phase of A(C)
oscillates; the phase of A(C ′ ) oscillates independently. As a result, performing the average over fine-grained histories in equation (A3. coarse-grained histories corresponding to distinct semiclassical histories tend to decohere.
Note that the degree of decoherence for coarse-grained histories depends on the scale of the coarse graining. Two completely fine-grained histories H = C, H ′ = C ′ do not decohere, as the decoherence functional D(H, H ′ ) is then just equal to the product of their amplitudes A(C)Ā(C ′ ). So some coarse graining is required to get decoherence.
In other words, the computational universe naturally gives rise to a semiclassical spacetime via the decoherent histories approach to quantum mechanics. The computational universe picks out a special set of fine-grained computational histories, corresponding to
